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8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 

9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word 

is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may 

obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  
11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we 

endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; 13 if we are 

faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.  

 

Give thanks to the LORD for He is good, His mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

I found that a fitting prayer to begin our meditation with today because the theme of our 

worship this week is thanksgiving.  Now, as you know, every year in the United States we 

celebrate a national day of Thanksgiving on the last Thursday in November.  And just about 

every year, around that time, don’t you hear somebody pointing out that we really ought to be 

thankful every single day, and not just once a year?  We might tire of hearing that over and over 

but ultimately we know that it is true, isn’t it?  Bearing that in mind, for the past two hundred 

years or more, North American Lutherans have offered up that prayer of thanksgiving from the 

Psalms as a part of our mealtime prayer.  Give thanks to the LORD for He is good, His mercy 

endures forever. 

It’s an excellent prayer, because it reminds us what we have to be thankful for.  More 

than the food or the company which we enjoy at mealtime, what we give thanks for above all 

else is the goodness of God which He demonstrated first and foremost by graciously pouring out 

His loving mercy to unworthy sinners.  Our Gospel lesson this week showed Jesus illustrating 

that merciful love by healing ten men who were suffering from a skin disease called leprosy.  

That lesson reminds us that we have all been healed by Jesus, from physical ailments and 

diseases, yes, but also from the far worse sickness of sin.  And as recipients of that love, it is the 

example of that one man who came back to thank Jesus that we want to imitate in our lives. 

There are times—when we sit down in the safety and comfort of our homes, when we 

gather together with family or friends, when we or a loved one recover from an illness or injury, 

and when we welcome a new baby into this world or a new soul into our family of believers—

yes, there are times when that thanksgiving flows as naturally from us as it did from that one 

man out of ten in our Gospel lesson.  And then there are times when finding a cause for 

thanksgiving takes a little more digging or a little deeper insight on our part.  But we don’t just 

want our thanks to come one day a year or in the moments when we feel exceptionally happy.  

We want to be able to always express thanksgiving to God.  We do that, not just by saying 

“Thank you, God,” but we show our thanksgiving by living faithful lives that always trust in God 

above all else.   

The text we’re focusing on today from 2 Timothy 2 was written by a man who, it would 

have seemed, had little to be thankful for.  Paul was in prison.  He had been in prison before, but 

this time things were different.  This time he knew he would not be acquitted; he was going to be 

executed.  He expressed as much with words like, I am being poured out like a drink offering, 

and the time has come for my departure.  He was hungry, cold, abandoned, and alone. 
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So he sat down to write 2 Timothy, the last letter that we have from the Apostle Paul, to 

Timothy, a young man whom he had mentored, and who was as dear to him as a son.  Timothy 

was beginning to endure the same ridicule and persecution that Paul had faced, the persecution 

that was about to be Paul’s undoing.  Yet despite everything that Paul had suffered up to that 

point, including the fact that he was now staring death in the face, the message he sent to 

Timothy is one of hope and confidence, pointing Timothy to the source of his strength and the 

reason he had to give thanks every single day. 

And that message isn’t just for Timothy; it’s for every Christian.  It’s for all of us who 

have ever struggled to find something to hold on to, something to strengthen us, something to be 

thankful for.  It’s a message for when the going gets tough.  We know what the rest of world 

would tell us, right?  “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.”  When the situations 

we’re faced with are difficult we need to be strong and rise up to meet the challenge.  Usually 

that’s meant to encourage us, but as well-intentioned as the expression may be, it’s really just a 

nice way of saying, “Hey, you know what?  Deal with it.” 

The problem is, as you probably have come to realize, there are times when we can’t deal 

with it.  There are days when we’re not tough enough on our own to meet the troubles of this 

world head on.  And the temptation we face on those days is to give up, to throw in the towel and 

give in to resignation, self-pity, or depression.  A lot of you have had days like that in the past, 

some of you are going through it right now, and we’re all going to have more of those days in the 

future.  So God’s encouragement to Timothy through the Apostle Paul is one which we need to 

hear as badly as Timothy did. 

When the going gets tough, Paul says, Remember Jesus.  Remember Jesus Christ, 

raised from the dead, descended from David, this is my gospel.  Jesus, the Messiah promised 

to come from David’s line, died on the cross for you to take away your sins and then rose from 

the dead to assure you that just as He has risen from death and lives and rules eternally, so you 

too are His and will live with Him for all eternity.  

This is my gospel, Paul writes.  Everything that Jesus had accomplished, all that He had 

won on the cross by giving up His perfect, innocent life, He had accomplished and won for Paul.  

Despite everything that Paul had done, all the sins he had committed in his early life and even 

after his conversion, the failures that had led him to confess, I am the worst of all sinners (1 

Tim 1:15), Paul knew that this gospel message of forgiveness of sins and eternal life in heaven 

was his.  And despite all that had been done to him, even as he was in prison, chained up in a cell 

on death row waiting for his unjust execution, he knew he still had something to hold on to, 

something to strengthen him, something to be thankful for.  Because while they could put Paul in 

chains and even take away his life, they could not put chains on the gospel.  They could not undo 

what Jesus had already said was finished when He gave up His life on the cross.  And they could 

not stop the spread of that gospel throughout the world and down through the generations. 

And so it is that the message about which Paul said, This is my gospel, is your gospel as 

well.  Everything that Jesus has accomplished—those blessings of forgiveness, salvation, and 

eternal life which He won on the cross—all of it, He accomplished and won for you!  Your 

gospel.  Your salvation.  Your Savior. 

Here is a trustworthy saying, Paul goes on: If we died with Him, we will also live 

with Him; if we endure, we will also reign with Him.  There are days when we feel like Paul 

did.  As we look back at sins we’ve committed, times when we have failed family and friends, 

failed our God by putting ourselves first instead of Him and the people He has put into our lives, 

we  understand where Paul was coming from.  There are days when I look at myself and say, “I 
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am the worst of sinners.”  But thanks be to God that through the mystery of baptism and the 

miracle of His Word, Jesus has connected us to His death and resurrection.  Our sinfulness was 

crucified with Jesus on the cross.  Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me!  He 

paid the price for our sins, He died, so that we might live; and He rose again, He lives, so that we 

will never die.  So we have the sure hope of our own resurrection and eternal life in heaven.   

Remember Jesus, crucified for your sins, and raised to life for your salvation.  This is 

your Gospel.  This is the gospel which enables you to endure hardship.  The guilt of your sins is 

not the only hardship you endure.  There’s the lingering pain that comes with the loss of a loved 

one; there’s financial difficulty, heartbreak, sickness, and disease; there are even the hardships of 

persecution that we endure because of the gospel.  All of those struggles can and have lead us to 

forget Jesus, even if only for a moment. 

Doubt and anger and fear and despair are symptoms that we need to watch out for as 

Christians.  They are indications of a heart that is not remembering the glorious and victorious 

Savior that we have.  So when you see those symptoms creeping up in your life, remember Jesus; 

turn back to Him and confess your sin.  Remember Jesus and all that He has done and won for 

you.  Jesus and His gospel message give us the strength to endure any and all hardships, because 

Jesus and His gospel message give us a light at the end of the tunnel, proclaiming to us that if we 

endure, we will also reign with him.   
If we are faithless, He remains faithful.  That’s a terrifying and a comforting statement 

all at the same time, isn’t it?  Our sinful nature shudders at God’s faithfulness.  He means it when 

He says that whoever does not believe will perish.  But the new person whom the Holy Spirit 

created within us at our baptisms rejoices because God is faithful to His Word.  Because in His 

Word He also tells us that He sent His one and only Son to pay the price for every sin so that 

whoever believes in Him will not perish, but will have eternal life. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, when the going gets tough, remember Jesus.  Remember 

Jesus Christ, crucified for your sins and raised to life for your justification.  This is your gospel.   

Give thanks to the LORD for He is good.  His mercy endures forever.  Amen. 


